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Reoseacikchini is down. acid knows this. Nobody reads magazines SSATi - PSATi ° SATi - ACHIEVEMENTS ¢ ACT “ESAT « 


either. And nobody’s watching the major networks. Even the November presidential GMAT * GRE - MCAT « DAT - GRE PSYCH - GRE BIO) _ 
election is barely gonna be covered by the bigs. But hey, I’m in the newspaper biz, so the © OAT - TOEFL = NMB'- NDB’ - NGLEX-RN ¢ MSKP’ 


newspaper biz is what I care about. Listen to this: in a 1965 Gallup Poll, 71% of all adult 
Americans had read a newspaper the previous day. In 1990, 34% had. Things are so bad FMGEMS - FLEX °\CGENS CPA‘ BAR EXAM|* NITE 


that between 1983 and 1988 (moming in America, remember?), almost every month || - If youlhave toitakelone of these'tests, take Kaplanifirst: 


another American newspaper went out of business without being replaced. Ourstudents getithe highestscores. Weve proveniit tolover, 
I think this is terrible news for a nation founded with a free press and its partner one million stu gents Letus prove’ it toyou! 


in crime, the First Amendment. The good newsis, I havea solution. It’ll take some serious 


agreement among a bunch of people who usually won’t collaborate on anything riskier than *: 
how much money to putin the office football pool, but it would definitely get people reading ee (2 


the papers again. wee ‘ oN KAPLAN EATON 


All the press has to do— from Portland to Peoria to the Potomac —isagree they’re 
not gonna take any more BS from the government — not states, not towns, not Washington 


DC itself. vx Classes Start This Month! *« 


See, that’s the first part of the story: Eds. & Reporters Say “Truth Time.” People Cc all 5490-5780 
would buy papers just to see what that’s about. : 2 


But the real interesting twist is when the President comes out and starts to talk 
some campaign la-dee-dah, and a reporter says, “Yes, but Mr. President, what about how 
you were in the administration that gave Saddam Hussein all that money so he could buy 
weapons?” Then the President says, “We had no knowledge that Saddam was using our 
‘humanitarian’ aid to buy weapons.” Can’t you just hear him? Then the nextreporter says, 
“As Vice-President you had the whole scoop onthe S & Lcrisis, including Silverado, where 
your son Neil worked. What about that?” And the Prez says, “That ground’s already been 
covered.” Then the next reporter says, “Mr. President, please answer the other reporters’ 
questions.” And the Prez says, “Thank you, that’s all for today.” 

And what happens next changes the course of Americahistory. Because en masse 
the reporters start shouting, “Tell the truth! Tell the truth!” Somebody hollers, “Executive 
privilege, horsepuckey! Tell the truth!” Then it’s a babble of voices, crying out, “...and 
we’re gonna badger you and and hound you and do other stuff that has animal names in it 
until you start talkin’ straight! We’re not gonna print no more BS! No newspaper in 
America is gonna carry a word of what the administration in Washington says until you 


level with the American people. Nota word. Do you understand that? Norose garden photo Peg (S L he A fea A U T O S f= RVI Cc [= 


Ops; no script readings at elementary schools; no phone chats with the Super Bowl coach! 
No oe speeches! Tea Onc y epee cara ie Mmeican ois 1315 FEDERAL ST, BECCHERTOWN 413-253-9302 
simply not read your words unless you’re speaking the truth! What have we got to lose? Large Inventory for your Imported Cer 

We’re not sellin’ papers anyway!” 

Luckily this press conference is carried live on satellite around the world, so all 
of humanity knows what went down. And the whole world buys up unprecedented numbers 
of newspapers and (I’ve gotta admit) watches an unprecedented amount of TV news to find 
out what’s Shakin’ in America, where they’re tryin’ to reclaim their heritage. A heritage, 
which surprised Americans are discovering, that’s at least as much about democracy and 
the voice of the people as it is about unrestrained capitalism and raw power. Maybe more. 
In fact, millions of Americans are daring to hope (as the press yanks that curtain off thatlittle 
booth where the government is frantically cranking out illusions), maybe /ots more. 
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BUY COMIC NEWS 
SUBSCRIPTIONS! 


The gift that keeps on giving...22 issues yearly! 
Third Class - $20.00 (please allow two to three weeks delivery) 


First Class - $36.00 (please allow two to three days delivery) 
To upgrade any existing subscription from third class 
to first class mail, call 413-586-2274 or information. 


Send this coupon and check or money order to: 
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Every Day! 


Amherst @ 256-8217 
Springfield @ 788-0919 
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SPEAKING OF MY CAR 6 
HIVE YOU EVER RIDDEN 
Ms 


—~ \ slo THANKS! 
/ 
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“, 17'S NO PROBLEM, THE e 
OWNER'S A CLOSE, PERSONAL 
FRIEND OF MINE. T'LL JUST ~ > 

GO OUT To MY CAR PHONE, AND 

CALL AHEAD FOR RESERVA--- 


<7, OOOOOHT } NO THANKS. 
STRIKE ONE! ) 
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Want your event 
to be really special? 


Then hire the best: 


THE GAMES MAN 


Unique entertainment for all events. 


VOTED 
"BEST 
CHILDREN’S : 
ENTERTAINER? 


Teens, adults, and 
grandparents love the 
Games Man, too! So, for 
professional performances 
that are playful, 
participatory, interactive, 
non-competitive and 
guaranteed FUN or your 
money back, call today! 


(413) 247-3322 


BOX 463 HAYDENVILLE, MA 01039 
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“Elderly women would serve better 
than elderly men in high office.” So 
avers a medical researcher who says, 
“The blood vessels of women do not 
narrow as swiftly with age as do the 
blood vessels of men. So the blood 
supply to the brains of women is 
better maintained over a longer time.” 
An observer insists the bean stalk 
always climbs the bean pole from right 
to left. 

If you were born in 1924, you came 
into this world the same year Caesar 
Cardini of Tijuana, Mexico, invented 
Caesar salad. 

Softball originally was designed to be 
played indoors. First such contest of 
record was inside Chicago’s Farragut 
Boat Club — 1887. 
Something else Sylvester Graham 
claimed about his invention, the 
Graham cracker, was that it dulled 
lust. Maybe that was a selling point 
back then. 

It's the youngsters between 2 and 12 
who are most likely to get carsick. 


for businesses, bands, and 
requiring Gesign 
and desktop publishing 


. TAKE IT OK LEAVE IT- - by L:M.'Boyd 


: f ici re 
A Princeton professor reports the clam Even as some medical technicians a 


is sexually active all of its life. Other 
clam experts say they can figure out 
the age of a clam by checking its 
shell’s growth rings. They now know 
many a clam lives 150 years. 


It was in a 1980 decision that the U.S. 


Supreme Court formally ruled that the 
game of basketball is a contact sport. 
“Averaging” can kick out some pretty 
stunning statistics. Take the National 
Association of Police Organizations’ 
report on averages of criminals’ 
sentences: For burglary, 5.4 days. 
For auto theft, 3.8 days. For murder, 
2.3 years. 
No, it’s not out of the question for an 
iceberg to last 225 years. 


’ The Chinese invented the wheelbar- 


row in the First Century B.C., and 
immediately made it a military secret. 
Do you remember the rain in “Singing 
in the Rain’? The movie makers put 
milk in the water so you could see the 
raindrops. 
The farther apart the dominoes, the 
faster they fall. 


2 


UNIQUE _ 


(413) 584-7285 


called paramedics and certain legal 
technicians are listed as paralegals, 
50, too, are a number of, optometry 
technicians known aS paraoptimetrics. 
‘| haven't run across any paraplumb- 
ers, parapainters or parapreachers. 
No parareporters, either. 


_ Gophers avoid daffodils. 


Report is the most popular name for 
7-year-old girls nation-wide is Ashley. 


Something else first devised by 
Benjamin Franklin was crop insur- 
ance. 

You know why the “living room” came 
to be so called? Before 1910, funer- 
als frequently were held in parlors of 
larger homes. The Ladies Home 
Journal editors decided that gave 
parlors a bad image. So they repeat- 
edly referred to the parlor thereafter 
as the “living room.” And funeral 
arrangers built parlors of their own. 


The middle initial of Michael J. Fox is 
really A. He figured too many people 
might write his name witha comma 
after the Michael, so he changed it. 


Ji $RBSs 43 


Don't eat a polar bear's liver. {t's 
poisonous. 
Q. What year did power lawnmowers 
first outsell push mowers? 

A. 1953. Same year the structure of 
DNA was figured out. And the Korean 
War battles stopped. Josef Stalin 
died. Both TV Guide and Playboy 
started. And everybody went around 
singing “That Doggie in the Window.” 


When your great granddad bought his 
car — before 1909 — he had to pay 
extra for the optional windshield, 
Am now told Barbie Doll’s full name is 
Barbara Millicent Roberts. 

Q. I've read that 75 percent of the 
population would have no idea how | 
did it if | said I'd once broken my arm 
trying to start my car. So how'd | do 

it? 

A. Twenty-five percent of the popula- 
tion would tell me that | was trying to 
turn over the engine with a hand 
crank, and the crank kicked back on 

me. 
Remember, it was the Etruscans, not 
the Romans, who invented Roman 
numerals. 
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Suffering 
Civil war, drought, and 
: 


despotism have created a 

measure of human suffer- 
ing not seen in so many areas of the 
planet since the end of World War II. 
The international community has yet 
to respond to repeated warnings by 
relief agencies that massive starva- 
tion is imminent in areas of southern 
and western Africa which are in the 
grip of the worst drought this cen- 
tury. Renamo rebels fighting a 15- 
year civil war in Mozambique have 
captured or destroyed the meager 
supplies that have been sent to the 
interior of that ravaged nation. An 
estimated 20 million people are at 
risk of starvation from the arid Horn 
of Africa to the usually fertile bread 
baskets of the south. 

Across the former Yugoslav re- 
public, and in Armenia and Azer- 
baijan, ethnic and religious conflict 
has displaced hundreds of thousands 
of people, while many others remain 
trapped. in its seemingly senseless 
savagery. Wildlife and domestic 
animals also have suffered greatly 
since the fighting began. 

An international trade embargo 
has failed to dislodge a military dic- 
tatorship in Haiti responsible for a 
reign of terror that forces many of its 
citizens to risk their lives onthe high 
seas in order to escape unbearable 
living conditions. The almost entirely 
deforested and culturally decimated 
nation can only be described as a 
living hell. 


Wildfires 


At least 11 blazes black- 
PY ened 4,000 acres of 
parched grasslands and 
forest in Florida from the panhandle 
to the keys. 


EARTHWEBK IA DIARY OF THE PLANED: | 


Volcano 


ray Seismologists believe that 
further rumblings from 

beneath eastern Indo- 
nesia’s Mount Karangetang volcano 
indicate that the mountain is in a 
volatile state and animmediate threat 
to nearby residents. On May 18, a 


fiery eruption killed six people and 
injured dozens of others. 


' Rampage 


Elephants and wild pigs 
(am! destroyed 200 acres of vital 

maize and millet crops in 
western Tanzania after they stam- 
peded through seven villages in 
search of food. This, and a previous 
elephant rampage in the suburbs of 


Tabora, are being blamed on the 
prolonged drought in the region. 


Flooding 


Rising floodwaters fromthe 
eee Paraguay River have left 

as many as 40,000 fami- 
lies homeless in the capital, Asun- 
cion, and threaten to swamp the 
government palace. Several weeks 
of relentless downpours have kept 
the river overflowing its banks in 
central Paraguay and parts of north- 
east Argentina. 

Floods in six provinces of Ecua- 
dor have renewed a cholera epi- 
demic that has already claimed 
12,700 lives in that country. The 
National Civil Defense Command 
disclosed that hundreds of cases of 
dengue fever and malaria have also 
been spread by the May floods. 


Late Chill 


A late-spring cold snap put 
Land a shiver through farmers in 

the Canadian Prairies and 
American Midwest, but agronomists 
were confident that most crops 
wouldn't be harmed by the record- 
breaking chill. In Kansas, farmers 
were worried abouttheir winter wheat 
crop, corn, and soybeans after over- 
night low temperatures dipped as 
low as 24 degrees. 


Additional Sources: British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, U. S. Climate Analysis Center, U. S. 
Earthquake Information Center, and the World 
Meteorological Organization. 


ny ¢ 


eae hl a fm 4 de BE 
cea fs 18) Shevé Newman 


a 


South Pole, 
Antarctica 


For the week ending | 
May 29, 1992 


©1992 Chronicle Features: 


Earthquakes Guard Frogs 


Forty people were injured AnEnglish pet-shopowner 
|S] and 100 buildings dam- has offered a solution to 
aged when a strong quake homeowners looking for 

struck eastern Cuba. Asharptremor the security of a guard dog without 
jolted central New Zealand, disrupt- the responsibility —afrog that barks. 
ing telephone and transport serv- he tiny green and yellow amphib- 
ices, and causing some damage in an, from Kiribati and Tuvalu, the 
Nelson. Earthmovements were also former Gilbert and Ellice Islands in 
felt in the Virgin Islands, northern the Pacific, has been a sellout for a 
Colombia, Guatemala and E!Salva- Shop in Sunderland, northeast Eng- 
dor, the northern Philippines, Greece, and. “They bark as loud as a dog, 
the Solomon Islands, the Aleutian but cost a lot less to feed,” the shop 
Islands, and the Alaskan Peninsula. Owner insists. “A two-pound bag of 
crickets will last them awhole month.” 
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GOJNG On VACATION??? 


If you do, take along a copy of The Valley Comic News. 
Then take a picture of you and/or your loved ones 


reading The Valley Comic News, in front of some 


special landmark -- then send us a copy of the picture, 


and if it’s a good one, we’ll print it!!! 


Piece of cake. 
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: D WORK FOR SMALLER EMPLOYERS 
INSIDERS ARE WELL AWARE THAT SINCE 1977, | [WHEN THEY DO, A POLITICIAN MUST MOvE | [CITIZENS WHO WORK FOR LARGE CORPDRATIONS GEN AW HAVE. AN HMO PLAN THAT CAN B 
DEMOCRATS AND REPUBLICANS ALIKE HAVE ~ QUICKLY TO OBFUSCATE THE ISSUE WITH 


ERALLY PONT HAVE To GIVE THEIR HEALTH IN- Pasay Ais 
AN ABUNDANCE OF MEANINGLESS STAT- | | SURANCE MUCH THOUGHT... SOMEWHAT MORE Sa 
~ = ea : ru . LY; PPP er Tae tee Te ee es NK You FOR HOLDING S) WE. WAVE Yy 
[7.0L HAD A HEADACHE..50 1 WENT N FOR | Ke EO UNTMENT. AVAILABLE, A YEAR 7 
MACKEN ONE dEROM NEXT THURSDAY. 
“JWHAT HAPPENED? Eee ag 


*:] THE DOCTOR SAID TO TAKE y 
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THE POOR... SACO ELS EAT ORCC 
BECOME VERY [ON A SIMPLISTIC LEVEL IT MAY SEEM 

: CS “J LIKE THE RIO\ PAY FEWER TAXES, BUT |I::: 
“J THESE CHARTS AND GRAPHS CLEARLY |f::- 
++] PROVE THIS ISN'T TRUE... 


D FoR A TAY INCREASE To HELP Fur 
ALTHY CORPORATIONS! 
Sea BPRS 


jy 


EW WHO DO FIND AN INSURANCE 
THE SELF-EMPLOYED AND UNEMPLOYED MUST EITHER | | THE LUCKY FENN ME OU Fe ec 
DO WITHOUT INSURANCE EWTIRELY OR FACE THE CON EN ING TO NAY TO PAY’ FOR IT... Y. 


BY THIS TIME, MOST VOTERS WILL HAVE 
LosT INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT COM- 
PLETELY-- AND THE REAL BUSINESS OF 
POLITICS CAN CONTINUE UNFETTERED... 


Yh GIANT CANIPAIGN CONTRIBUTION — FOR 
ME? OW,YoU SHOULDN'T BAVE! 


SAY, HOW WOULD YOU FELLAS LiKE 
ANOTHER TAX BREAK ? 


TO ERASE ANY LINGERING DOUBTS, HE MUST 
THEN RATIONALIZE THE PROBLEM AWAY-- 
PREFERABLY WITH THE HELP oF SOMEONE 
LIucE PEGGY NOONAN... 


DAUNTING SEARCH FOR INDIVIDU Se RRR 


Sacae VE To CUT BACK ON 
HAVE YOU BEEN SICK IN THE LAST FIVE YEARS?) J) WET Fa UKE PoOD. AND RENT. 


: Limb Neale SOT AT LEAST I'LL HAVE INSURANCE--|| 
ea Sere 3g OR AWG ea Repeat 


WELCOME HOME 


A Hospitality Service 


*, ‘Salespersons . 
needed. 
Call Today! 


Sea 


You're not home until you've 


received a free Welcome Home 


promotion bag. If you're new to 


the area of Northampton, ‘Hadley, 


South Hadley or Amherst 
call 586-4966 for your free 
| WELCOME HOME BAG!! 


B586°2274 


(ask for Silvana) 
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Three months ago | wrote a 
column about AIDS that has brought me 
the goldangdest mail I’ve ever gotten in 
my life. And that’s saying a lot, because 
I'mthe kinda guy who routinelygets mail 
that starts out, “Dear. Midget-Brained 
Jerk.” 

The column was about the self- 
righteous holy rollers who still believe 
that AIDS is some kind of message from 
God. And atthe end ofthe column, | said 
that, yes, it probably is a message from 
God. It’s God trying to show us how 
mean a healthy man can be to a sick 
man. 


For once in my life, | thought I'd’ 


written a column that was beyond con- 
troversy. Except for a few Appalachian 
preachers from incest families, who in 
the world could possibly object to a plea 
to spend more money on AIDS, give 
more money to AIDS sufferers, and start 
treating it like the epidemicthat itis? We 
licked polio in about ten years, | said. It’s 
already beenten years on AIDS, andwe 
haven't even started. 

And the letters poured in. A lot 
of themwere from AIDS sufferers, thank- 
ing me. But an equal numberwere from 
people who were disappointed in me! 

And the scary thing was that 
these weren't crackpots or weirdos. In 
many cases they were friends. They 
were people who have written to me for 
years, people I've traded jokes with, 
talked politics with. They've come back- 
Stage at shows. And that’s the only 


Thanks 


reason I’m gonna take the time to an- 
swer the letters. Here are the things 
they wanted me to know: 

1. Heart disease and cancer kill 
more people each yearthan AIDS. This 
was a recurring theme in almost every 
letter. And their point was thatwe should 
spend more money on heart disease 
and cancer, but we actually spend more 
money per dead person on AIDS: 

| saw so many different sets of 
Statistics that | can’t say for sure whether 
this is true or not, but let’s assume that 
it is true. | stillsay the emphasis of the 
government should be on AIDS. First of 
all, the American Heart Association, and 
the American Cancer Society are two of 
the largest United Way Agencies, so 
there’s’ an enormous fund of private 
donations that go toward these diseases. 
Second, AIDS is a new disease. Of 
course it's going to need more money. 
We already knowmany of the causes of 
cancer and heart disease, so it's easier 
to know where to spend money on those 
ailments. AIDS is still a blind alley. It 
takes massive amounts of money to 
explore all the avenues. | would think 
this would be easy to see. 

| happen to know of a recent 
case in which a young man died of 
AIDS, but for some reason the newspa- 
per obituary said “Memorials should be 
donated to the American Heart Associa- 
tion.” It turned out that the man’s family 
had made this request, to cover up the 
fact that the man had AIDS. Good grief. 


Pree 


Lots and lots and lots of you 


returned our survey. 


We're still collating them, and 


we Teally, really, really, really 


appreciate your taking time to do them. 


Seven lucky respondents won prizes: 


Video To Go -- 10 free movies -- Leslie Lewis 


Pleasant St. Video -- membership & 3 free movies -- Laurel Mittenthol 


Valley Comic News -- gift subscription -- Gary Powsner 


The Mercantile -- $25 gift certificate -- Julie Warner 


Karavan Imports -- $75 gift certificate -- K. Dorsey 


Faces -- $25 gift certificate -- Ruth Sterling 


Bicycle World -- $35 gift certificate -- Jamie Shea 


At least the cancer and heart charities 
don't have to fight that hard for funding. 

2. AIDS can't be compared to 
polio, because the people who got polio 
“didn’t do anything to get it.” I’m quoting 
fromaletter here. Other letters spoke of 
“bad habits” and “lifestyle decisions” that 
led to AIDS. 

Offhand, | can’t think of a single 
bad habit or lifestyle decisionthat should 
be punishable by death. If these letters 
are referring to needle users, thenthey're 
talking about weak people who are to be 
pitied. If they're talking about gay men, 
then they seemto be saying that, when 
you have sex, you’ve got to expect that 
something like this could happen. 

| can't believe that they mean 
this, but then again, | can’t think of 
anything e/se they might mean. 

As an aside, we now know that 
heart disease and cancer are often the 
result of “bad habits” and “lifestyle deci- 
sions.” But when you have a heart 
attack or develop cancer, nobody comes 
around saying, “See there, it's what you 
deserve for eating all that cholesterol.” 
Surely everyone can see that AIDS is 
treated differently. 

3. People can’t be expected to 
give money to AIDS charities if they 
don't have any friends or family mem- 
bers who have died of AIDS. 

What the‘hell is the Jerry Lewis 
Muscular Dystrophy Telethonthen? Isn't 
it 99 percent of the public that’s not 
exposed to MD giving money to the one 


percent that is? Isn't this the American 
way, for the person that can walk to help 
out the person who can’t? 

4. We can't solve all the world’s 
problems. Life is not fair. People get 
sick and die .... Insert your own cliche. 

Statements like this, I’m afraid, 
are the form cruelty most often takes: 

There's nothing to be done, so 
let’s do nothing. 

__ This is not America. America 
doesn't say’ “We can’t do anything.” 
America says “Let's fix it.” 

5. ‘The column disturbed me, 
Joe Bob, because you seemed so an- 
gry. it wasn’t like you. You must have 
had some personal motive for writing 
that.” 

I’m like Kojak. Dead bodies 
make me angry. 

| can't believe there are Ameri- 
cans who see a killer disease sweeping 
across the country and feel that,”Oh, 
well, whatever happens, happens.” But 
if this is what America has become, then 
it’s a sickness of its own. If this is what 
we are, then we have an epidemic on 
our hands muchworse even than AIDS. 


To discuss the meaning of life with Joe 
Bob, or to get Joe Bob’s world-famous 
newsletter, write Joe Bob Briggs, PO 
Box 2002, Dallas, TX 75221. Joe Bob’s 
Fax line is always open: 214-368-2310. 
COPYRIGHT 1992 CREATORS SYN- 
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Some wolves, their habitat destroyed and High above the hushed crowd, Rex tried to remain “Look here, McGinnis — hundreds of bright copper 
overwhelmed by human pressures, focused. Still, he couldn’t shake one nagging kettles, warm woolen mittens, brown paper packages 
turn to snorting quack. thought: He was an old dog and this was a new trick. tied up with string ... Someone was after a few of this 
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“OK, everyone just stand back! . ..Anyone 
see what happened here?” 


BY ROGER SALLOOM 


| LEOLD 


My dad started a newspaper 
called “The Valley Pessimist.” 
For the very first issue all the 
advertising was in, the editorials 
written, the photos cropped, and 
the articles complete. It was all 
set to roll. On the way to the 
printer he had second thoughts... 
“It'll never work.” So he 
scrapped the project. 

Now, he’s thinking about a new 
publication called “The Valley 
Procrastinator.” He'll start it in a 
couple of weeks. 

I love my dad. He's a real 
mover and a shaker. 
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humor me 


by Izzy Gesell 


This country has lost its way, and the direction home 
offered by the people in power is toward the “Family Values” 
of the 50’s. This “Nick at Night” domestic policy fails to 
consider that it was exactly these values that got us into this 
mess in the first place. Our political, economic and social 
Systems are so out of control that an emperor with no clothes 
on is being seriously considered as our next leader. We, 
THEAMERICANPEOPLE, know what we don’t want (poli- 
tics as usual, the greed of the 80’s, to be the world’s policeman, 
to spend more for anything that we personally cannot imme- 
diately benefit from). Our quandary is that we don’t know 
what we do want. Obviously, we are a country that needs help; 
buthow doesa geo-political entity get the emotional assistance 
itneeds? It’s not like acountry could go to asupport group...or 
could it? 

(Fade in to a crowded, smoky, basement rec room under 
the UN. The conversation buzz in the room drains to silence as 
SAM, a tall, stooped, white-haired man approaches the po- 
dium. He places a Styrofoam cup in front of him). 

SAM: Hello. My name is Sam but you can call me Uncle. 
I am here because I’m tired of constantly focussing on the 
problems of others while ignoring my ownneeds. For the past 
100 years I’ve always felt better trying to fix other countries’ 
troubles, and it’s gotten to the point where my life ‘s falling 
apart. My family is disintegrating, my citizens are at each 
other’s throats and my manifest destiny extends no further 
than the bottom of this coffee cup. 

(SAM pauses to sip from the cup and take a deep breath). 

acknowledge that am powerless overothers, Ihave 
no business telling the Japanese how many American cars to 
buy or the Former Soviet Union how to become a clone of 
myself through the use of monetary incentives. And if the 
Cubans want Fidel, hey, they’re a grown-up country. 

The United States Constitutionis apowergreaterthan 
myself. I’ve decided to tum my life over to that document to 
restore my sanity. 

Taking amoral inventory, I’ve finally recognized the 
duplicity and material greed that forms the basis of my 
scruples. For too long, my morality has been based on what 
was good for General Motors. The time has come for me to 
take a moral stand based on what’s good for Ben & Jerry’s. 

Admitting the exact nature of my wrongs would take 
too much time from this meeting. A detailed computer print- 
out, broken down by geographic region, political party and 
historical time period is available at the front door. An audio 
tape, not sold in record stores, is also available. 

Having the defects of my character removed wasn’t 
as simple as I’d hoped. I wanted it done at Bethesda Naval 
Hospital but was refused because I don’t have health insur- 
ance. How can I afford insurance when I’m trillions in debt? 
I ended up at DC General Hospital and waited hours to see a 
doctor. Couldn’t believe how many people lacked insurance. 
Who knew things were this bad? 

(SAM reaches into his hatandunrolls ascroll Of paper that 
is yards long). 

I’ve made a list of those I have harmed and am now 
willing to make amends. Next week I’ll be in Grenada, 
Nicaragua, and a Kurdish village in Iraq. When I retum, I’ll 
meet with Hispanic-Americans, Native-Americans, Afro- 
Americans, working-class Americans, depositors in failed 
Savings & Loans, and women and children ofall ages. My first 
appointment is with Anita Hill. 

Also...never mind. Thanks for listening. I pass. 
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